Equipment and Protective Systems intended for use in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres (ATEX) Directive 94/9/EC and Motorola Radio Products

The following represents Motorola’s interpretation of the Directive 94/9/EC. Reference should also be made to the information at the web site listed below

Overview

The Equipment and Protective Systems intended for use in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres (ATEX) Directive 94/9/EC comes into force on 1st July 2003. 

It covers all mechanical and electrical equipment and protection systems(1)  to be used in potentially explosive atmospheres;
–Under ground

–On surface

– Fixed Installations offshore excluding maritime usage
Countries Covered by the Directive

The countries covered by the Directive are all the European Union (EU) countries plus the European Free Trade Area (EFTA) countries.

European Union (EU) countries

Belgium
Denmark
Germany
Greece
Spain

France
Ireland
Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands

Austria
Portugal
Finland
Sweden
U.K.

European Free Trade Area (EFTA) countries
Liechtenstein
Iceland
Norway
Switzerland

Motorola’s Product Strategy -Ex Products

Motorola will continue to supply GP900Ex, GP1200Ex and MTS2000Ex CENELEC EEx.ib.llC.T4 portables until 30 June 2003 and will continue to support these products in service with replacement batteries and parts after 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC

Motorola will also offer radios with batteries that are manufactured to the same design, using the same specification of materials and manufactured to the same standards, that are ATEX approved to EEx.ib.llB.T4 in early 2003.

Motorola’s Product Strategy -Factory Mutual (FM) Products

Factory Mutual (FM) Intrinsically Safe Motorola radios already in service will retain their classification after the 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC, and will continue to be supported.

Motorola will continue to manufacture and supply Factory Mutual (FM) radios for use outside the EU and EFTA or for maritime usage. Motorola cannot at this time, provide assurances that ATEX versions of this type of portable radio will be available after 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC. 

FAQ’s

What happens to my existing equipment, will I have to change it for new equipment?

Radios that were on the market and used in the EU before 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC are not covered by it. And retain their original classification.

Please also see note (2)

I rent or hire radios and need IIC specification equipment. What happens after the 1st July 2003, will the radios have to comply with the ATEX Directive?

Several reputable companies have rental fleets equipped with IIC Radios which have been placed on the EU market prior to the 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC. Therefore the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC does not apply to this equipment. And their original categorisation is retained. 

This equipment can continue to be regarded and utilised as IIC equipment.

Please also see note (2)

If I purchase a second hand radio after 1st July 2003, will it have to comply with the ATEX Directive?

Radios were placed on the EU market prior to the 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC and put into service on the EU territory. The ATEX Directive 94/9/EC does not apply. And their original categorisation is retained.

For equipment supplied for use outside the EU territory, put into service within the EU after 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC, the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC shall apply. 

Motorola would be happy to check serial numbers to determine whether they were supplied originally to a EU or EFTA country.

Please also see note (3)

If I have a faulty radio after 1st July 2003, that was purchased before 1st July 2003. When it is repaired, will it then have to comply with the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC?

If the radio is repaired by an Authorised repairer, to the specifications to which it was originally supplied, then the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC does not apply, and the radio will retain its original classification.

Please also see note (3)

If I have a radio that needs a new antenna or has control knobs missing after 1st July 2003, when it is refurbished, will it then have to comply with the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC?

If the radio is refurbished, and the refurbishment is limited to antenna replacement or control knob replacement using genuine parts to the specifications which the radio was originally supplied, then the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC does not apply, and the radio retains its original classification.

Please also see note (3)
I need IIC classification, however Motorola’s Ex products will be IIB classification under the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC, what can I do?

Products will continue to be manufactured to the CENELEC EEx ib IIC T4 classification until the 30th June 2003, after that the products will be manufactured to the same design, using the same specification of materials and manufactured to the same standards, will be available at the ATEX IIB classification, if used in conjunction with a leather case.

Radios can therefore be purchased before 1st July 2003, put into storage, and retain their IIC classification when put into operation after 1st July 2003

The Directive states that a product which is ready for use as soon as it is placed on the market and which does not have to be assembled or installed, and where the distribution conditions (storage, transport, etc.) makes no difference to the performance of the product, is considered to have been put into service as soon as it is placed on the market. This enables product to be purchased before the 1st July 2003, the date of entry into force of Directive 94/9/EC, and place in storage, to retain its IIC classification.

Please also see note (1)
Notes

(1) For full definition of what is covered by the Directive 94/9/EC please refer to information in the guide notes to the “Guidelines on Directive 94/9/EC” Chapter 4 Section 4.1.2, which can be found at the following web link. http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/atex/guide/chapfour.htm#4.1.2

(2) Please refer to the guide notes contained in “Guidelines on Directive 94/9/EC” Chapter 3 Section 3.2, which can be found at the following web link
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/atex/guide/chapthre.htm#3.2


(3) Please refer to the guide notes contained in “Guidelines on Directive 94/9/EC” Chapter 7 which can be found at the following web link

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/atex/guide/chapseve.htm
Useful Links.

European Union


www.europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/atex/index.htm
Information at this site is available in all EU languages

UK
www.hse.gov.uk/spd/frameset/dsear.htm

www.dti.gov.uk/strd/atex.htm
Additional Information

If you have further questions on Motorola’s approach to the ATEX Directive 94/9/EC, please email you question to 

atex@motorola.com
